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spear and sword and shield. There is no Achilles, no
Cuchulain, irresistible even to his fellows ; each man of
them thinks himself as good as another, though some stand
out, and in popular tradition certain of them have a special
glory in certain parts : Goll MacMorna, for instance, the
Ajax of this cycle, is credited in Donegal with feats that
Kerry and Cork relate of Caoilte, or of Finn's son Ossian,
or of Ossian's son Oscar. But the central figures are Finn
himself, in whom strength was backed by magical powers,
and Ossian, who was poet as well as warrior.
Blended with them is the one great love story of the
cycle, which tells how Crania, the daughter of King Cormac,
was to be married to Finn, and a great wedding-feast was
made at Tara, and all the choice men of the Fianna were
there with their leader. It was there, according to the
story, that Crania first saw Diarmuid the Brown to whom
no woman could refuse her love; there, she put a sleeping
potion into the wine and carried it round to all but Diar-
muid ; and when the rest were drugged to sleep, she
demanded of him that he should fly with her. The hero
refused, for his loyalty to Finn ; but she reminded him that
it was geasa for him to refuse anything to a woman ; and
they fled, and for months were in flight through Ireland
before the chase of Finn and his companions. But the
followers had no will to destroy their comrade, and at last
peace was made and Diarmuid lived happy with Grdnia
in their rath not far inland from Sligo, until at last there was
talk of a feast of reconciliation. Here are likenesses to the
other story of fugitives. But it is Deirdre who pleads with
Naoise and his brothers not to yield to their desire of re-
turning to companionship; it is Grdnia who urges Diarmuid,
against his will, to make a feast at which Finn shall be their
guest. Tbe end is the same ; the rejected lover after long
years takes his vengeance, and both the stories have recourse
to enchantments before the hero can be destroyed.